Hello.

I am Jeanie Schmidt.  I started the Herndon Free Clinic because, as a retired nurse, I recognized that there were many children who were not in school because their parents had no health insurance and could not afford to take them to a physician for their school admission physical.  I knew that we had to do something to help them. Free clinics are started when a need is identified.  Twenty three people from our community responded to this need and at our first meeting in January 2002 we  formed a steering committee to start  the clinic.  In July and August of 2002 eight weekly free clinics were held at the Herndon Middle School and over 350 children received free admission physicals from  a team of volunteer health professionals and concerned residents! What a wonderful feeling, knowing that these children could now start school on time! We provided glasses to the children who failed the eye exams, and found medical help for children who had other health problems. The clinic held monthly clinics year ‘round and weekly clinics in the summers, when the need increased with children entering kindergarten in September.

 

Since then our clinic has grown in many ways. In 2007 the clinic  moved from the Herndon Middle School to our present site. The weekly Thursday evening clinic has expanded to two evenings and also some morning hours so that we can serve more people.   Clinic services have grown to provide nonemergency care for the children and also healthcare and education for  adults with serious medical conditions, such as hypertension and diabetes.  

The families we serve have no other place to get healthcare. If you know of anyone who is uninsured and can not afford medical care, please tell them about our free clinic. If you can help, please consider volunteering or making a donation. I want to thank all of the people who have helped in so many ways to make our free clinic a success.  We are making a difference in our community! Thank you  for your support! 

 

Jeanie Schmidt RN, BSN               

